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Abstract

This study employs a sociological-descriptive analytical method to examine the
feminist discourse in Hanan al-Shaykh’s novel Warda al-Sahra, using Virginia
Woolf’s liberal-democratic feminist theory as a critical framework. Woolf’s
seminal work, A Room of One’s Own, critiques the patriarchal institutions—such
as family, education, and law—that restrict women’s financial independence and
impose a confining gender identity. Building on this, the present research analyzes
key components of feminist criticism in al-Shaykh’s narrative, including
patriarchy, the subjugation and humiliation of women, education, and marriage.
The findings demonstrate that Warda al-Sahra extends and particularizes Woolf’s
concerns within a distinct socio-cultural context. Al-Shaykh narrates women’s
specific experiences with a realist, distinctly feminine tone characterized by
simplicity and fluency, while consciously subverting male literary traditions. The
novel explicitly rejects the legitimacy of male oppression and patriarchal
dominance, asserting instead that womanhood entails specific, legitimate needs.
Through this analysis, the study reveals how al-Shaykh’s work both resonates with
and contextualizes Woolfian critique, offering a powerful literary examination of
women’s conditions and resistance.
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