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Abstract

A.J. Greimas was the first to discuss the structure of narrative texts, proposing an
analytical model based on his concept of “actants” to study narrative texts and their
morphological structure. Numerous approaches emerged after him to examine
fictional texts. Despite their differences in perspective and analytical methods, all
these approaches are considered derivatives of Greimas’s approach and essentially
originate from his narrative studies. Claude Bremond is among those who based
their approach to studying stories and their morphology on the works of Greimas
and the framework of Vladimir Propp, another prominent figure in narrative
studies. Bremond’s approach focuses on events and characters, studying narrative
structures. He examines the role of characters in advancing the story and events
based on the logic of sequence and the causal relationships between them, treating
sequential and interconnected events as a fundamental element in the configuration
of the story. The present research uses Claude Bremond’s approach to study the
novel The Palm Tree and the City’s Sultan (Al-Nakhlah wa Sultan Al-Madinah) by
Izz al-Din Jalauji. In terms of its structure and meaning, this story is one of the
author’s distinguished works, set apart by its innovation—a quality rarely found in
works by other authors besides Jalauji. The density and dynamism of events play a
significant role in the distinctiveness of this novel, making it worthy of study,
criticism, and analysis. The research finds that this novel is rich with events that
have a deep causal connection. The story, which addresses the themes of Arab
authenticity, commitment to it, and cultural alienation as strategies that Western
governments employ to exert power over other countries, begins from a state of
stability. This is followed by a stage where the existing stability is disrupted,
resulting from the actions of the Sheikh’s grandson. He is infatuated with the
material civilization of the West—a Westernized individual who has turned his
back on Arab culture and heritage and does not accept it. The author uses the cutting
down of the sacred palm tree as a metaphor for the Westernization of the Sheikh’s
grandson and his opposition to Arab culture and civilization. Subsequently, a phase
of conflict emerges between the new ruler and Saif, Salem, and Al-Nakhli. Finally,
through the emergence of related and connected events, the story concludes by
returning to a state of stability with the people’s revolution led by Saif, Salem, and
Al-Nakhli.

Keywords: Narrative study, Morphology, Bremon, narrative sequences, Ezzedine
Jalawji, The Palm Tree and the Sultan of the City
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