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Abstract

Arguably space/locality is one of the most important narrative components in the
realm of fiction. As human beings consider space/locality as a shelter, readers have
developed an intimate relationship with setting within this literary genre.
Accordingly, it plays a significant role in narrative discourse as it describes
particular details like furniture, décor, and painting. Abdel Hamid Gouda El Sahhar
is a prominent Egyptian novelist and playwright who has significantly contributed
to the field of contemporary Islamic novel. The Harvest is a special novel in the
novelist’s career given the social and political approaches it addresses. Historically,
the novelis set before the First World War, the events of which take place in various
and numerous closed, open, intimate, hostile, sacred, and polluted places which
affect different characters. This study examines how the binary set of localities
(open vs. close; intimate vs. hostile; sacred vs. profane) in the novel affect its
characters based on a descriptive-analytical approach. It suggests the novelist
attaches a particular significance to locality as it is tied to and displays the
characters’ sense of fear, peace, joy, sadness, justice, and inequality. Sahhar has
made a concerted effort to address the dualities of place and describe them
accurately which is manifested in the close relationship between locality and
characterization.
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