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Abstract

The psychological analysis of literary works is one of the methods and approaches
of modern literary criticism. This pioneering method in the literary world has
attracted so many researchers, and has led to the formation of so many worthy and
worth mentioning works in this field. Character is one of the most important
elements in the formation of the fictional works, which has been considered
seriously in psychological critique of literary works. One of the approaches to
personality analysis is Henry Murray's school of psychology, which is based on the
theory of needs. From his point of view, the pressure caused by the unfulfillment
of needs in people leads to many behaviors and reactions in them. Mahmoud Timur,
a well-known Egyptian writer, has circulated a lot of psychological atmosphere in
his writings. The novel entitled Salwa fi Mahab Al-Rih can be considered as one of
the most prominent fictional works of Timur's in which the protagonist suffers from
a variety of mental disorders which are caused by the environment. The present
study has addressed the psychological analysis of the hero's character using
descriptive-analytical method by drawing upon Henry Murray's psychological
approach taking into account needs such as: succorance, counteraction, autonomy,
defendance, and exhibitionism. The results of this research show that the hero's
needs, especially the need for succorance, have been effective in her life time, are
manifested in her behavior and performance, and have influenced her preliminary,
sentimental, imaginative, satisfying, and adaptive behaviors.
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