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Abstract

Narrative discourse analysis is an important branch in literary studies and
narratology that comprehensively examines the structural and functional elements
of narration. Gérard Genette, a prominent structuralist theorist, is among the
foremost figures who established a comprehensive framework for narrative theory,
providing a scientific foundation for narrative discourse analysis. This study
analyzes Bab al-Tabashir written the by contemporary Iraqi writer Ahmed Saadawi
based on Genette’s theory of narrative discourse. The aim of this research is to
analyze the elements of time, form, and tone as the three fundamental components
of narration, and to study their role in portraying Ali Naji’s identity crisis, the
problems and challenges faced by Layla Hamid, and the reflection of Iraqi social
life. The study also seeks to analyze the emergence of Ali Naji as a savior and the
use of the seven Sumerian spells within a surrealistic story framework, highlighting
the implications of these narrative techniques. Adopting a descriptive-analytical
approach based on Genette’s theories, the research aims to examine how narrative
techniques contribute to expressing the intellectual conflicts portrayed by the
author regarding issues of identity, social problems, and the role of the savior. It
finds that Saadawi employed techniques such as temporal manipulation (including
anachrony), temporal shifts, and pauses, alongside dual focalization and variation
in the intensity of characters’ roles. These artistic elements in Bab al-Tabashir are
used creatively, serving not only as narrative tools but also as means to emphasize
key themes such as intellectual conflicts and social identity, thereby endowing the
work with a distinctive characteristic. Furthermore, the dual narrative perspective
and shifting intensity of character roles enable Saadawi to connect narration with
the main theme of the novel and to highlight the personal and social impacts of
events.

Keywords: Arabic narratology, narrative discourse, Gérard Genette, Bab al-
Tabashir, Ahmed Saadawi, temporal manipulation, narrative focalization
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