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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis is one of the advanced methods in the study of discourse,
focusing on how language contributes to the creation of social and political power
through the interaction of text and speech. Hanna Mina, a Syrian novelist (1924-
1991), concentrated her novels on social realism and class struggle. Her own life
experiences had a distinct influence on her writings about the daily struggles of
people, as she continuously remembers the bitter realities of her childhood, which
she considered the inspiration for her novels. The Struggle of Two Women is the
second part of The Beggars' Neighborhood. With events interwoven with themes
of life, love, jealousy, patriotism, and sacrifice, and through her particular narrative
style, the novel opens a window to history, depicting the heroic struggle of the
Syrians in Latakia against the French colonizers and their supporters. The first level
addresses the external structure of the text, while the second level, "the level of
explanation,” explores the ideology embedded in the novel. The third level, "the
level of interpretation,” examines the internal context and the emotions and ideas
conveyed by the text. This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to
analyze The Struggle of Two Women in light of Norman Fairclough’s ideas. One of
the key findings of this research is that the novel’s descriptive structure relies on
repetition and intertextuality, distinguishing it from other works through its unique
phrasing. The explanatory level reflects the author's ideology, portraying the Syrian
struggle against French occupation through two Syrian women competing in both
the battlefield and for the heart of one man. The interpretive level reveals the
historical context of the novel, which is set during the final years of World War II
in Latakia.
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