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A Deconstructive Reading of “Abdullah al-Bahri and al-Bari” from
One Thousand and One Nights in Light of Jacques Derrida’s Theory
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Abstract

Deconstruction, emerging as a critical advancement upon structuralist thought,
challenges the stability of textual structures and liberates the relationship between
signifier and signified from fixed correspondence. This theoretical movement
privileges the proliferation of meaning and foregrounds the reader’s role in
generating new values and insights. Employing a descriptive-analytical
methodology and guided by Jacques Derrida’s deconstructive framework—
including key concepts such as the dismantling of binary oppositions, decentering,
the supplement, and linguistic play—this study investigates the hidden semantic
layers of the tale “Abdullah Bahri and Barri” from One Thousand and One Nights.
The analysis reveals that the foundational opposition between fate and agency
within the narrative is inherently unstable and ultimately disintegrates. Character
actions serve to decenter any singular, authoritative meaning, thereby transforming
the tale from a deterministic parable into a dynamic, multi-layered space of
interaction between individual will and external forces. Furthermore, the operation
of the supplement shifts focus from character to conceptual play, amplifying the
text’s polysemic potential. Simultaneously, linguistic devices such as symbolism
and metaphor fracture conventional narrative structure, actively guiding the reader
toward a plurality of interpretations.
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