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Abstract

Gérard Genette’s narratology constitutes one of the foundational frameworks in
narrative theory and the analysis of narrative structures. Genette systematically
examines components such as order, duration, frequency, mood (focalization), and
voice (narrative levels), demonstrating how the manipulation of time and point of
view fundamentally shapes a reader's perception of a text. Applying this framework
to literary analysis allows for the identification of hidden layers of meaning,
temporal structures, and the narrator’s position. This article employs Genette’s
theory to analyze the narrative structure and temporality in Hasan Sami Youssef’s
novel, Atbat al-Alam. Through various narrative techniques—particularly
anachronies, variations in frequency, and shifts in narrative levels—the novel
reflects the emotional and psychological experiences of its characters amidst
critical events. The use of internal focalization, mental monologues, and temporal
manipulations constructs a multi-layered, psychologically-driven narrative that
immerses the reader in the characters’ complex inner worlds. Utilizing a
descriptive-analytical method and qualitative textual analysis based on key
concepts from Genette’s narratology, this study demonstrates how Atbat al-Alam
employs structural narrative elements—such as varied focalization and temporal
dislocations—to powerfully convey the characters' internal suffering and turmoil.
Ultimately, the novel transforms narrative itself into a potent tool for representing
the lived experience of contemporary humanity.
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