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Abstract

Stream of consciousness is a narrative mode employed in modern and postmodern
novels to explore psychological themes. This technique allows the author to delve
into the characters’ psyches, revealing their innermost thoughts and advancing the
narrative from their internal perspective. This mode has gained significant traction
in Arabic postmodern fiction, where authors like the Jordanian novelist Amjad
Nasser depart from classical narrative structures in favor of an internal point of
view. In his novel Huna al-Warda (Here is the Rose), Nasser pays particular
attention to the psychological states and inner lives of his characters, utilizing
various stream-of-consciousness techniques to depict their minds. This study
investigates the application of these techniques in Nasser’s novel and elucidates the
author’s narrative objectives. The findings indicate that through techniques such as
direct interior monologue, indirect discourse, simultaneity, and soliloquy, Nasser
unveils the characters’ genuine and critical beliefs—thoughts they can only whisper
internally under oppressive conditions and a lack of free speech. Furthermore,
through free association, the narrative gives voice to desires, goals, and ideals
repressed by the characters’ conscious minds, representing them through their
unconscious in states of waking dream and nightmare. In this way, a connection is
forged between the terrifying imagery within the characters' minds and their
chaotic, anxious reality.

Keywords: Arabic narrative, psychological novel, stream of consciousness, Amjad
Nasser, Huna al-Warda
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