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Abstract
Fantasy stands as one of the most prominent literary genres, distinguished
by its blending of reality and imagination to create parallel worlds and
extraordinary situations that reflect the human condition in innovative
ways. This genre relies on creativity and innovation in its narrative
elements, employing supernatural characters, unusual events, and magical
realms to transport the reader beyond the confines of the ordinary. Within
this context, “The Man with the Golden Heart” by Jordanian writer Sanaa
Shalan serves as a notable example of fantasy literature, merging moral
depth with a captivating imaginative framework. Adopting a descriptive-
analytical method, this study investigates the manifestations of fantasy in
the story. The analysis encompasses characters endowed with supernatural
traits, magical settings and events, and the symbolic layers that transform
the narrative into a reflection of moral and social values. Furthermore, the
study examines how the author utilizes these fantasy elements not merely
for entertainment, but to convey a deeper message, opening avenues for
ethical and humanistic reflection. The study concludes that fantasy in this
narrative functions not as a simple diversion, but as an effective vehicle for
conveying sublime human values. It enables the reader to comprehend the
relationship between heroism, sacrifice, and the symbolic restoration of
light and hope, illustrating that confronting darkness and malevolence
requires courage, wisdom, and self-sacrifice. Thus, the story emerges as a
mirror of moral and social imperatives, all while preserving the excitement
and allure inherent to its fantastical world.
Keywords: Arabic Narratology, Children’s stories, Fantasy literature, “The
Man with the Golden Heart”, Moral values, Symbolism.
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