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Abstract
The Renaissance of the 17th century, which ushered humanity into an age of science
and civilization, opened new gateways for intercultural communication. A pivotal
aspect of this exchange was nations becoming acquainted with one another's literary
heritage. Concurrently, from the late 19th century onward, sociology emerged as an
interdisciplinary field that played a significant role in examining the social dimensions
of various national literatures and facilitating a cross-cultural exchange of experiences.
Consequently, a sociological approach to literature—and the novel in particular—
allows for a re-examination of the mutual influence between society and the individual.
This approach opens a new horizon for researchers seeking to understand human beings
and their societies from this specific vantage point. This descriptive-analytical study
aims to identify the most prominent social themes in Dhia al-Khalidi’s novel, The Flight
of Werda, through the lens of Anthony Giddens’ structuration theory. It further
investigates how al-Khalidi employs literary techniques to express these social
concepts. In this work, the author skillfully focuses on the novel's protagonist, Werda.
While narrating her experiences and ordeals, al-Khalidi also dissects the dire and
complex state of traditional Iraqi society in the 1990s, exploring its individual, familial,
social, economic, political, and cultural dimensions for the reader. The findings indicate
that, according to Giddens’ dualistic theory, the novel is a successful work of social
literature. A relationship of mutual influence exists between its events and characters
and the social realities that form the narrative’s foundational structure. Contrary to the
perspectives of structuralists and Marxists, who posit social structure as the sole
determinant of human action and behavioral boundaries, the actors in the novel also
possess a degree of agency and will, shaped by their specific temporal and spatial
conditions. Although The Flight of Werda is a work of fiction, the author has crafted its
events and characters to provide a clear and tangible portrait of a society reeling from
war and occupation, effectively conveying its multifaceted impacts to the reader.
Keywords: Arabic narration, Sociology, Dhiya Al-Khalidi, The Flight of Werda,
Giddens, Structuration
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