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The Analysis of Gamal Al-Ghitani’s ‘“The Migrant Winter
Bird” based on Greimas' Actantial Model
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Abstract

Character is an integral element of short story writing as it plays a pivotal role to
convey ideas and present events. Accordingly, numerous critics have analyzed this
element from different perspective. Algirdas Julien Greimas examines character
development through the analysis of their actions. The theory posits that the
characters of a story function within opposing actantial roles, including sender and
receiver, subject and object, helper and opponent, which collectively shape the
overall trajectory of the narrative. Gamal al-Ghitani is a prominent Egyptian writer
who enjoys a prominent canonicity among contemporary novelists due to his
innovative contributions to the realm of fiction. His short story collection entitled
Land-Land consists of seven short stories, one of which is “The Migrant Winter
Bird” in which the author depicts the presence of an orphaned child within the
terrifying context of war. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, this study
applies Greimas’s model to the story in order to analyze its characterization. It
suggests that the author has artistically formed the structure of his story with
Greimas' framework by employing a variety of actants and creating binary
oppositions. The characters in his narrative serve as social representations of
contemporary Egyptian society during the author’s lifetime, contributing to the
creation of memorable characters.
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