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Abstract

In the contemporary era, literature has forged a profound connection with social
issues, a development paralleled by the significant expansion of women’s presence
in the realm of fiction. Violence against women has emerged as a dominant, or one
of the dominant, themes in many novels of recent decades. Numerous authors, both
male and female, have endeavored to channel the silenced voices of women—
particularly within traditional societies—through their literary art. This article
employs a descriptive-analytical approach to investigate the various forms of
violence against women in Riyam and Kaffi, a novel by Iraqi author Hadia Hussein.
The narrative depicts the lives of women suffering within a traditional and
underdeveloped social milieu. The findings reveal that the novel portrays multiple
forms of violence—physical, sexual, psychological, and economic—each
stemming from distinct causes and inflicting detrimental consequences on the
female protagonists. The analysis indicates that psychological and physical
violence are the most prevalent, occurring more frequently than economic violence,
while political violence is scarcely evident. Furthermore, the reactions of the main
female characters to each type of violence are distinctly varied.
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